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Forgotten Australians — Adjournment Debate 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.15 pm]: I rise this evening, the day after the federal 
government finally issued the long-overdue apology to those people who have become known as the “Forgotten 
Australians”. The forgotten Australians were among those from half a million children who in the last century, 
from the 1920s to the 1970s, found themselves in institutional care, whether it was in an orphanage or some 
other form of out-of-home care. Some of those children had been removed from their parents and were made 
wards of the state because they were deemed to be at risk; some were orphans or had parents who went missing 
or who were in prison; and some were placed in institutional care by their parents because the parents were too 
poor to provide for them or were perhaps divorced. Some of those forgotten Australians were Indigenous 
children, now known as the “Stolen Generation”, and some were child migrants who had been brought from 
overseas.  

There have been three separate inquiries into the fate of our forgotten Australians. The physical, mental and 
sexual abuse as well as the neglect of far too many of those vulnerable children have been extensively 
documented and are heartbreaking to read or hear about. I have mentioned in this house previously that my 
mother was one of those who helped to uncover and document the extensive abuse that was suffered by too 
many of those children at the hands of the Christian Brothers. The parliamentary inquiries into the abuse of our 
forgotten Australians have brought down multiple recommendations on how to begin to address the many issues 
that have arisen for those Australian children for whom the state basically failed in its duty of care to protect. An 
apology was the first step, and I congratulate our Prime Minister for finally issuing it. It was an important first 
step, but it is just that. It was only a first step, and we still have a long way to go. 

A couple of weeks ago I was privileged to be invited to attend the launch of Forgotten Australians Coming 
Together, otherwise known as FACT. FACT is part of the Alliance for Forgotten Australians, and I use this 
opportunity to acknowledge the tireless work of Laurie Humphreys, who is one of the drivers behind this work. I 
first met Laurie 20 years ago; he himself is a forgotten Australian. He has been tireless in his efforts to advocate 
for his fellow forgotten Australians. There are many issues that need to be addressed for those people. The long-
term effects of neglect and abuse should never be underestimated. The toll is often felt for generations, by their 
children and their children’s children, and impacts of this abuse and neglect are physical as well as emotional for 
far too many of those Australians. 

However, I would like to speak to two immediate issues that this state government could move swiftly to 
address. The first, which is something that has been identified by FACT, is the need for forgotten Australians to 
be provided with a state-funded drop-in centre. Such a centre could serve as an essential hub for the provision of 
services and support to our forgotten Australians. It is not actually a huge ask, particularly when we consider the 
degree of suffering to which so many of our forgotten Australians have already been subjected. If we had a well-
equipped drop-in centre with opportunities for service referrals and appropriate service provision, as well as 
providing just a drop-in centre for people to socialise and connect, I believe this would be an invaluable service. 
It is something that I think we should be looking at. As I said, this is an initiative that the forgotten Australians 
themselves have identified as an important tool to address their particular needs, and I ask the minister to give 
serious and urgent attention to this request and also to meet with Forgotten Australians Coming Together to 
discuss how this initiative could be progressed.  

The second issue, which has been touched on many times in this house and I will do so again, is to get Redress 
right. As time goes on, the despair that so many of these Redress applicants have experienced over the cuts to 
Redress payments is not diminishing; it is just highlighting their pain and sense of betrayal over their treatment 
by the state. It has become a painful reminder for them that the state is not there to protect their interests and that 
the state continues to fail them as it did all those years ago.  

We are starting to see a turnaround now in the state’s financial position, and perhaps now is the time to revisit 
and reverse the decision that was made at the time to halve the Redress payments. I understand that when the 
government made this decision, it did so on the basis that initially not enough money had been put aside, but that 
does not relinquish the government’s responsibility to do the right thing by these people. Perhaps now is the time 
to look at alternative options and perhaps be creative about finding solutions. For example, maybe the payments 
could be restored but paid in instalments. That is just one idea. But the point is that this is an issue that is not 
going to go away, and nor should it. On that note, I wish to read a poem written by Maureen Briggs Frewin, 
herself a child migrant and a forgotten Australian. It is her own version of the Desiderata and it was read out at 
the last Redress rally on the steps of Parliament. She writes — 

Go placidly among the politics and the decision making and remember what peace there may be for us 
the abused and neglected when Redress is made right. As far as possible we hope for a change of mind 
and see some compassion come our way to make Redress right. 
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We have the right to be heard. We are the abused and neglected children of the past. And whether or not 
it is clear to you Minister Robyn McSweeney we want Redress made right. 

Therefore Minister Robyn McSweeney be at peace with yourself. Enjoy your achievements, make this 
one the best you have ever made and make Redress right. 

We are the children of Western Australia no less than the trees and the stars we have a right to be here 
and be respected and recognised for who we are. We deserve justice and closure for the terrible wrongs 
of the past. With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful place. Strive to make us 
happy and make Redress right. 

 


